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SOPHOMORE STARS 
SHINE IN SCRIMMAGE
A program that helps low-in-
come and first generation col-
lege students get textbooks 
announced Tuesday it will re-
ceive an additional three years 
of funding to continue services.
Each semester, TRiO Student 
Support Services runs the book 
loan program at the University 
of Montana. TRiO is a federally 
funded organization under the 
Department of Education.
Although TRiO is federally 
funded, it still needs private 
funds to be able to provide the 
book loan program as an addi-
tional service to students. Since 
2008, TRiO received $10,000 
per year in private funds from 
Grizzly Riders International, a 
nonprofit organization. But for 
the next three years the group 
will cut its contributions in 
half.  
Board member Jim Royan 
said they are hoping to eventu-
ally step away from TRiO.
“It still needs to get support 
from other people on campus 
for this to be a sustaining pro-
gram in the future,” Royan said. 
“At some point we will ship our 
money to other programs that 
we are going to start.”
GRI has donated $55,450 to 
purchase 1,106 textbooks for 
TRiO.
Jim Johnston, a member of 
GRI, originally had the idea to 
invest in the program. He said 
he’s been pushing for the pro-
gram since its start, and hopes 
TRiO will be able to find other 
sources of funding by the end 
of the three years.
“I’m not willing to do it for 
the rest of my life even though 
I think it’s a very good idea,” 
Federal grant 
helps set up 
textbook 
program
TEXTBOOKS
Erin Loranger
Montana Kaimin
GSA reaches out to administration after ASUM turns down fee proposal
Student senators struck 
down a proposed fee for a grad-
uate student group last month, 
and now the group has turned 
to the administration.
Members of the Graduate 
Student Association met with 
Provost Perry Brown last week 
with different versions of their 
original plan to charge all UM 
students a $3 annual fee to bol-
ster their offerings to graduate 
students. The GSA unsuccess-
fully presented this idea to 
ASUM in September.
Brown said he wasn’t ready 
to take action on any of the pro-
posals or ideas, which included 
fee increases or secession from 
ASUM.
“This is not a fast track 
item,” he said. Annisa Keith/Montana KaiminRyder Delaloye explains the efforts of the Graduate Student Association to get more financial support from the 
University of Montana.
GRAD STUDENTS
Choose: More money or secession
Michael Wright
Montana Kaimin
See GRADUATES, page 8
GREEK LIFE
Bro, where’s my house? City ordinance denies Greeks
Eric Barker
For the Montana Kaimin
For four decades, a Missoula 
city ordinance has made it dif-
ficult for new fraternities to get 
a group house in the Universi-
ty District. But fraternities are 
now hoping to challenge the 
order.
There are currently four so-
rorities and eight fraternities 
on campus, all four sororities 
and only three of the fraterni-
ties have an official house in 
the University District.
Some fraternities have joined 
together and rented houses off 
private landholders, but they 
may not have their Greek let-
ters decorating the front lawn 
or house, or the stability of 
having a home for their Greek 
Chapters.
Dennis Logan, historian 
and chartering chairman for 
upcoming fraternity Pi Kappa 
Alpha (Pike), said not having a 
house limits them as a fraterni-
ty.
“A house is a great place to 
have for events, meetings and 
just a place to call the Pike 
house,” he said.
Logan said if the ordinance 
is not rewritten, Pike would 
look at renting a house off a 
private landholder.
“That would be a temporary 
fix,” he said. “We would love 
to have an official house that 
we can call home for the Pike 
chapter.”
In the fall of 2012, fraternity 
members at UM brought the is-
sue to City Council to try and 
get the rule rewritten to allow 
new fraternities to purchase See HOUSING, page 8
their own houses.
James Bird, Sigma Phi Ep-
silon alumni, was part of the 
group that took the issue to 
City Council. Bird said the or-
dinance was written because 
fraternities were beginning 
to cause too much of a distur-
bance in the neighborhood.
“The City Council got in-
volved and they said OK, the 
fraternities that are here can 
stay but no more are ever al-
lowed,” he said.
The ordinance, written in 
See TEXTBOOKS, page 4
Evan Frost/Montana Kaimin
Missoula city ordinances do not 
affect fraternities like (from left) Sigma 
Chi, Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Sigma 
Nu who already own their houses. 
The ordinances do prevent new fra-
ternities and sororities from purchas-
ing a house. 
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CORRECTION:
The Kaimin published an article on Tuesday Oct. 28 titled “Police seek information on reported rape.” 
The article stated a man filed a police report after a woman approached him and told him she was 
raped.  The man did not file the police report.  He told a resident assistant about the incident, which 
the RA reported to police.
The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
uses the Montana Kaimin 
for practice courses but 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
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FOURTH AND 26
A very special sports editorial
By Andy Bixler
Sports
ADVENTURES IN DISCOMFORT
Ghost hunting in Main Hall
By Caitlin Piserchia
A phantom dark-haired woman, a young boy and a man in flannel 
roam the halls of Main Hall. A phantom classroom of students occu-
pies Rankin. Ghosts have messed with custodians all over campus by 
knocking on doors and playing with lights. Phantom students and fac-
ulty walk on the Oval and through the UC. 
So I’ve heard, at least. This past week, I’ve spent a lot of my time col-
lecting campus ghost stories — from faculty, students, custodial staff, 
a local psychic and the Kaimin archives.   
My friend and spirit guide Joel Rangel, full of ghost stories about 
his childhood home, says it makes sense that people want to deny the 
spiritual world. It’s outside our comfort zone, but that doesn’t change 
the fact that it exists. 
For the sake of making myself uncomfortable, I got permission 
from Campus Safety and slept in Main Hall Monday night. I was set 
to roam from 11 PM to 8 AM. 
People I talked to say encounters tend to happen when “it can scare 
you the most.” Intentionally looking for ghosts inherently goes against 
this idea ... I wasn’t really an unsuspecting target.   
I also brought a couple people with me for moral support. Strike 
two. Not exactly great for cultivating terrifying situations. 
But local psychic Debbie Rivera told me that Main Hall has a his-
tory of suicides, and thinking about that was enough to creep me out, 
even with company.   
At 1 a.m., after the custodian turned off the lights, I started wan-
dering on my own. The stairs are creaky. The pipes make strange, 
startling noises. I checked out the hallways. And then I moved to the 
downstairs bathrooms, rumored to be hotspots of activity.   
When I went into the first one, I instinctively turned on the light.   
Something was off. I felt my chest and throat constrict, and I got this 
feeling of  stomach-twisting dread. I left pretty quickly. 
I returned to that spot with backup, and we hung out for a little 
while in the dark. On Rivera’s advice, I took some pictures and made 
a few audio recordings to see if I could catch anything my own senses 
missed. 
When I looked at the pictures later on, I noticed a couple small irreg-
ularities. There were noises on the recordings that I didn’t remember 
hearing. But there was nothing shocking, nothing I couldn’t explain if 
I tried hard to.   
So no, I didn’t exactly find the Main Hall ghosts.   
In my earlier search for ghost stories, I talked to one custodian who 
said that the campus morgue was the only thing around here that’s 
“truly scary” to him. I agree, to an extent. At least with my limited ex-
perience, it’s possible to deny the existence of ghosts. But it isn’t possi-
ble to deny death and the reality that some things are just unknowable. 
Uncertainty is at the base of even the most “knowable” stuff. We 
still don’t really understand the quarks that make up the universe or 
why light can function both as a wave and as a particle.  
There’s some temporary solace in avoiding that fact, by structuring 
our lives and labeling things as fact or fiction. Maybe ghost hunting is 
a similar attempt to make something concrete that isn’t. 
If you ignore the unknown, you’re denying yourself the experience 
of life’s fullness. The people I know who regularly face their fears are 
also the most grounded. 
There’s power in embracing the darkness. 
caitlin.piserchia@umontana.edu
PETRIFIED?
PLEASED?
PISSED? Write a letter.Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.
com, or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a phone 
number. Letters are 
printed on Thursdays.
Last night, us humans were treated to one of the most glorious, exciting, nostal-
gia-inducing events in sports: 
game seven of the World Series.
But it also comes with a 
twinge of sadness – because the 
worst part of game seven is that 
you know there won’t be a ball-
game tomorrow.
That’s all sad, but lacks true 
depth. Most of us are burnt out 
on baseball by this point (one of 
my roommates has been com-
plaining since September). We 
have football and basketball to 
keep us happy until spring train-
ing and baseball is always right 
around the corner.
Except for one man. Pete Rose.
Rose is one of the greatest 
players to ever play our nation’s 
greatest game. He is the all-
time leader in hits (4,256), at-bats 
(14,053), games played (3,562) and 
outs (10,328), earning him the title 
“The Hit King.”
He won three World Series, 
three batting titles, the American 
League Rookie of the Year award 
and made 17 All-Star Game ap-
pearances.
Known for his hard-nosed 
style of play, his ability to get on 
base and his pathological desire 
to win despite any cost, “Charlie 
Hustle” is simply one of the three 
greatest baseball players of all 
time. Yet he remains permanent-
ly exiled from the game he means 
so much to – excluded from being 
honored as the legend that he is.
In 1989, Rose, acting as a play-
er-manager for the Cincinnati 
Reds, was busted for placing 
bets on baseball games of teams 
he was a part of. Incoming com-
missioner Bart Giamatti, perhaps 
looking to make a statement, or 
just to gain credibility as an in-
coming commissioner, banished 
Rose for life from the sport.
At the time, it made sense. The 
rules against gambling are clear-
ly laid out and stem from the 1919 
Chicago Black Sox affair, when 
a group of players led by “Shoe-
less” Joe Jackson were paid to 
lose the World Series.  The hubris 
of a man who was described as a 
king, it seemed to some, became 
too great. He was destined to fall.
But Rose has denied betting 
against his team, then and now, 
meaning he would have had no 
reason to act any differently as a 
result of his bets than if he had 
never placed them. And in the 
years since, his banishment has 
become an embarrassment serv-
ing only to magnify the purity 
of the game Rose had played in, 
compared to the game that was 
about to be tarnished.
As Rose was ushered out, a 
new group of men were begin-
ning to experiment with a drug 
that would eventually bring 
baseball nearly to its knees — ste-
roids.  With needles and chemical 
extracts from bull testicles, Mark 
McGuire and Jose Canseco sent 
the  collective consciousness of 
baseball plummeting to a new 
depth so foul and black, it made 
placing a bet on yourself to win 
look no worse than stealing Girl 
Scout cookies.
Which is to say, it’s still un-
believably dickish and infantile, 
and worthy of punishment, but 
not worthy of a life sentence.
By this point, it’s too late to do 
much. Rose is 73, and has made 
more money signing autographs 
and doing reality TV shows than 
he would have if he stayed. But 
he’s served his time. Our country 
prides itself on second chances. 
If Michael Vick can drown dogs 
and still play in the NFL, then 
surely Rose deserves to sit upon 
his throne in the Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, next to Babe Ruth 
and Hank Aaron.
It’s time to bring back the King.
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@bixlerandy
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Some say ASUM’s look is 
outdated, but it’s not going to 
change. 
The student government 
voted down a resolution ask-
ing them to consider rede-
signing the ASUM logo, with 
many calling the idea selfish.
“I think it’s a little narcis-
sistic for us to be pushing to 
rebrand ASUM,” President 
Asa Hohman said.
The resolution would have 
tasked ASUM’s marketing 
committee with exploring 
new logo options. Some point-
Michael Wright
Montana Kaimin
ASUM weekly review
They won’t rebrand
ed out that the cost of putting 
a new logo on everything they 
own would cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.
Sen. Rachael Fuson thought 
the cost was worth it.
“It’s about reinventing 
ASUM in a way,” she said. 
“We would entirely redo 
ASUM, and we would be 
changing our image to the stu-
dent body.”
Business Manager Ryan 
Hazen said spending on re-
branding would take away 
funds they could use to better 
serve students.
“Our image and our obses-
sion with our image shouldn’t 
negatively influence the way 
we deal with students,” Hazen 
said.
Sen. Sam Forstag also didn’t 
think it was the best way to 
use their money, and he likes 
the logo anyway.
“It’s got a nice, homey feel 
to it,” he said.
Also during the meeting, 
ASUM passed a resolution 
that changes the way an emer-
gency account for the sports 
and music unions is funded.
The sports and music 
unions are made up of student 
groups with common inter-
ests. Club sports are part of 
the sports union, and choirs 
and orchestras are a part of 
the music union.
The two unions share an 
emergency account that pre-
viously was filled with half 
of ASUM’s excess travel funds 
at the end of each fiscal year, 
the other half remaining with 
ASUM.
Groups use the account — 
which has more than $10,000 
— for emergency travel to 
events and tournaments.
The resolution changes the 
policy so that only a quarter 
of surplus travel money goes 
into the union account at the 
end of the year, and caps the 
account at $6,000.  The money 
currently in the account won’t 
be removed, and no additional 
money will be injected until it 
dips below $6,000.
The resolution was tabled 
last week, and members of 
groups in the music union 
spoke against it during public 
comment, many of whom said 
they didn’t know the account 
even existed.
Hazen also read two 
e-mails from members of the 
music union against the res-
olution. Most of those who 
spoke out against it thought 
ASUM was going to elimi-
nate the account, though that 
wasn’t the case.
michael.wright@umontana.edu
@mj_wright1
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What
Need to              
KNOW
YOU
• A program 
that helps low-
income and 
first generation 
college students 
get textbooks 
will receive an 
additional three 
years of funding to 
continue services.
• TRiO is a 
federally funded 
organization under 
the Department 
of Education, 
but still needs 
private funds to 
provide the book 
loan program to 
students.
• Most TRiO 
students receive 
two textbooks and 
can also borrow 
iClickers and 
calculators.
• Grizzly Riders 
International has 
donated $55,450 
to purchase 
1,106 textbooks 
for TRiO, but 
is looking to 
support other 
organizations.
he said. “It needs to be a group 
effort.”
Darlene Samson, director of 
TRiO, said she is happy to have 
additional time to fundraise 
and find new donors. Samson 
tried to get the UM Foundation 
to provide funding, but most of 
the money is already earmarked 
for other needs or scholarships.
“After meeting two times, 
we didn’t identify any other 
contributors,” she said.
Samson also tried to write 
grants but was unsuccessful 
and hasn’t had sufficient time 
to invest in it. TRiO participat-
ed in a fundraiser with the local 
Tamarack Brewing Company to 
receive part of the profit from 
beers sold, and made $243.
“We can’t use federal funds 
to do fundraising on work 
time,” Samson said. “It’s not an 
allowable activity.”
Samson said the federal 
grant for TRiO allows UM to 
serve 375 students per year, and 
two thirds must be both low-in-
come and first-generation col-
lege students. The remaining 
third can be one or the other, 
or students with a documented 
disability.
TRiO provides services such 
as advising, career counseling 
and tutoring to students. They 
TEXTBOOKS
From page 1
also offer a class to improve 
study skills and manage stress.
UM students can apply to 
be in TRiO, and once accepted, 
they then fill out a second appli-
cation to receive textbooks for 
classes they’re taking. Samson 
said TRiO gives out as many 
books as they can from their 
library. Sometimes books can 
only be used for two semesters 
because of new and custom edi-
tions. Then TRiO will purchase 
as many new books as they can 
afford.
Samson said most TRiO stu-
dents receive two textbooks, 
and can also borrow iClickers 
and calculators.
“For some students it makes 
a huge difference,” Samson 
said. “That’s the part I hate to 
see go away for students, be-
cause it is a great support.”
Sophomore Aileen Funk has 
gotten books from TRiO for 
three semesters.
She paid $300 dollars this 
semester for a new edition of a 
French book, nothing her first 
semester and only $50 her sec-
ond semester.
“I’m on scholarship and I’m 
paying for everything myself,” 
Funk said. “Coming here and 
being in TRiO and knowing 
that I can get books from them, 
it really takes a lot of stress off 
of me.”
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
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CLIMBING
Climbers, Bitterroot locals 
and the Forest Service are 
edging closer to a solution 
regarding the use of the Mill 
Creek climbing area, but the 
road to compromise is rocky. 
Tempers flared between 
locals and climbers over the 
summer when people living 
in the Bitterroot Valley start-
ed throwing brush over trails 
made by climbers' repeated 
use and tearing down belay 
stations created without For-
est Service approval.  
Twenty-five people gath-
ered for a meeting organized 
by the community group 
Friends of the Bitterroot, 
climbers and Forest Service 
personnel on Sept. 25, seeking 
an agreement for the use of 
the Mill Creek public land.
Moderators from each side 
guiding the meeting to avoid 
further conflict.
Corvalis Middle School sci-
ence teacher Gary Milner ad-
vocates climbing management 
plans for the area and said the 
gathering was a good chance 
to air grievances.
“I think it was the first 
time members of the Western 
Climbers Coalition had heard 
some of the real issues from 
locals,” Milner said. “The re-
ality is it’s public land, so no 
one individual group can call 
the shots.”
Milner said he had to calm 
raised voices several times 
over the night, but at the end, 
progress was made.
“Everyone has been clear 
that Mill Creek can handle 
some climbing,” Milner said. 
“No one is against tradition-
al or sport climbing in that 
area.”
While some progress was 
made, neither side reached an 
agreement on a course of ac-
tion for the climbing spot.
Locals proposed a climbing 
management plan, but climb-
ers felt it was premature to 
discuss such plans.
Co-chair of the Western 
Montana Climbing Associa-
tion Claudine Tobalske said 
while there is no plan of ac-
tion, the climbing association 
is glad the meeting took place.
“We are really looking for-
ward to working with Friends 
of the Bitterroot and the For-
est Service to provide a res-
olution to end the conflict at 
the climbing area,” Tobalske 
said.
With winter approaching 
quickly, climbing season is on 
its way out. The two groups 
plan to meet with the Forest 
Service again to find common 
ground regarding Mill Creek. 
No time has been scheduled. 
University climbing wall 
monitor Mac Moore doesn’t 
see a light at the end of the 
Mill Creek tunnel. He thinks 
the conflict is really hurting a 
unique climbing spot.
“What we have in the Bit-
terroot is kind of special com-
pared to other places where 
climbing access is really diffi-
cult,” he said. “I think in most 
places you don’t have the is-
sues we have in the Bitterroot 
because they’ve already dealt 
with them.”
Moore understands that 
mistakes have been made 
along the way in developing 
the climbing area, but said if 
anything is to work out, all 
parties need to work together.
“Climbing access shouldn’t 
be this bad,” he said. “We 
need to make compromises 
with them and fix the erosion 
and trails.”
cavan.williams@umontana.edu
@caveman894
Evan Frost/Montana Kaimin
Blodgett Canyon is a popular destination for hikers, campers and rock climbers, but locals are becoming frus-
trated with climbers making their own trails in neighboring Mill Creek Canyon.
Mill Creek
Climbers and locals discuss the canyon’s future
Montana Kaimin
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Gfeller shines in 
scrimmage
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
BASKETBALL
Joshua Thomas
For the Montana Kaimin
Despite coming off the 
bench last season, sophomore 
Brandon Gfeller grabbed the 
most attention in the Univer-
sity of Montana men’s basket-
ball annual  Maroon-Silver 
scrimmage on Wednesday 
night.
One of Montana’s best 
shooters last season, Gfeller 
finished 7-11 for a game-high 
20 points, including a scorch-
ing 6-7 from beyond the arc.
Gfeller was used off the 
bench for shooting purposes 
in 2013, but the scrimmage 
saw him working as one of 
the main ball-handlers on the 
team. Gfeller attacked gaps, 
found open teammates and 
played solid defense at the 
guard position, all while man-
aging to get himself open off 
screens seemingly at will.
 “I’ve worked pretty hard in 
the weight room; our trainers 
work with us quite a bit. I’m 
just getting stronger and 
being able to control my 
body better. I’m happy to be 
able to contribute, and I’m 
always looking to stay ag-
gressive and shoot it when 
they need me,” Gfeller said.
The scrimmage saw 
Montana playing much 
more up-tempo than last 
year, something head coach 
Travis DeCuire has empha-
sized.
“We can spread the floor, 
we can play small and push 
the ball and we can work in 
our new posts and have that 
presence down low as well. We 
need that post presence so that 
what we do away from the key 
can work,” DeCuire said.
It was DeCuire’s first Ma-
roon-Silver scrimmage since 
he took over the program after 
Wayne Tinkle departed for Or-
egon State last June. 
Also grabbing eyes was 
sophomore point guard Ma-
rio Dunn. Dunn is expected to 
start at point guard this sea-
son, and found his teammates 
for four assists on Wednesday 
night. He finished with two 
rebounds and seven points. 
Known for his quick hands and 
solid defense, Dunn grabbed 
three steals and tipped passes 
multiple times.
Washington transfer Mar-
tin Breunig made his first ap-
pearance in a Griz uniform. 
The German post is expected 
to bolster the Griz at center af-
ter losing starting senior Eric 
Hutchinson to graduation. Bre-
unig went 0-3 from the field, 
but finished with five rebounds 
for a Griz team in desperate 
need of size and rebounding. 
DeCuire said he hoped to get 
Breunig more touches, but is 
confident they will come as the 
season progresses.
“We turned the ball over a 
couple of times trying to get it 
to him. We played smaller to 
spread the floor and when guys 
like Jordan Gregory and Mike 
Weisner catch fire the way they 
did from three, you want to cap-
italize on that. It’ll come, and 
we will develop that post pres-
ence as we get more and more 
comfortable,” DeCuire said.
Starting guards Jordan Greg-
ory and Mike Weisner shot well 
throughout the scrimmage. 
Gregory finished 6-12 on his 
way to 16 points, and Weisner 
shot 6-9 from the floor for 15 
points. Gregory and Weisner 
are Montana’s top returning se-
niors, and players DeCuire will 
rely on as he tries to implement 
a new playbook with a roster 
light on experience.
“Everybody has to be a 
threat,” DeCuire said. “I liked 
what I saw from the guys, and 
I’m excited to see where we go.”
joshua.thomas@umontana.edu
@thejt_
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Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
COSTUMES
Wigs, hats, tights, gloves, 
flappers, pirates, masks, 
sunglasses. Carlo’s 543-6350
ENTERTAINMENT
Weekend cabins 30-minutes 
from Missoula $65/night. Rock 
Creek Cabins 251-6612
HALLOWEEN
Carlo’s 10-6 Daily 109 
South Third 543-6350 
Rent Costumes Buy
Carlo’s 1000’s of costumes: 
Pirates, medieval, gangster, 
flappers, hippies, Go-Go, 
Octoberfest, 70’s, poodles, 
cowboys. 10AM-6PM Fancy 
Dresses 109 South Third.
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Carlo’s One Night Stand 109 
South 3rd 543-6350. 1000’s 
of costumes Rent or Buy
HELP WANTED
Male personal care attendant. 
Physically strong male required. 
Tue-Fri 2-2.5hr/day, 9.5hr/week, 
$10-$11/hr. Call Matt @ 721-
1528. No Experience Necessary.
SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair Free
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
HOUSING
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1975, does not allow new frater-
nities and sororities to buy “so-
cial housing” in the University 
District, however the ones that 
were already there were able to 
stay. 
Bird said the main argu-
ment they had against the City 
Council is that fraternities are 
no longer a “destructive force.”
“Especially on UM, it’s a 
community of type A person-
alities,” he said.
President of Sigma Chi Ca-
sey Nicholls has an official 
house, but still participated in 
the effort to get the ordinance 
rewritten.
“I gained a lot from liv-
ing with so many people and 
with my brothers and I felt like 
that was something that oth-
ers should be allowed to have 
a part of and experience,” he 
said.
Caitlin Parker, fraternity 
and sorority supervisor at UM, 
said the ordinance makes it dif-
ficult for social groups at UM 
because it’s a closed campus 
with limited space.
This means they have to get 
facilities outside the University, 
unlike some of the bigger uni-
versities in the United States.
“There’s so many houses 
in the University District that 
would fit the fraternities and 
sororities,” Parker said.
A large part of the Univer-
sity District is student rental 
housing, with large houses that 
can fit large numbers of resi-
dents, but these situations are 
not as structured as fraterni-
ties, Parker said.
“The positive thing about 
a fraternity or sorority, you 
know — a social group living 
in a house — is they have rules 
and regulations that they have 
to follow,” she said.
eric.barker@umontana.edu
Brown added that a new fee 
would be tough to get because 
the Board of Regents — which 
has the final say on student 
fees — is focused on keeping 
tuition low. He didn’t offer 
feedback on the idea of seces-
sion, but did say it would re-
quire a long process. 
Brown told the GSA that 
University officials would dis-
cuss the options and get back 
to them.  
“I think we’re quite a ways 
from anything being on the ta-
ble,” Brown said. 
The group threatened to 
petition for more autonomy if 
ASUM didn’t pass the fee in-
crease. Since then, they’ve sent 
out an online petition asking 
to become “an autonomous 
and institutionally-supported 
body” in UM’s shared gover-
nance model, meaning they’d 
be parallel to ASUM. The pe-
tition has around 200 signa-
tures.
Ryder Delaloye, co-presi-
dent of the GSA, said he’s con-
fident most graduate students 
will sign it. 
Delaloye said the group 
looked at other schools in the 
country for ideas to propose to 
the administration. 
At the University of Idaho, 
full-time graduate students 
GRADUATES
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fund their own student gov-
ernment. The organization’s 
budget is more than $100,000, 
and it provides travel grants 
and social events among other 
things.   
Delaloye wants to provide 
those services to graduate 
students, but exactly how the 
group will do that is uncer-
tain.
“We are at a waiting game,” 
Delaloye said. 
A name change recognized 
within the group has also tak-
en place. They now call them-
selves the Graduate and Pro-
fessional Student Association, 
which Delaloye said is more 
inclusive. 
ASUM president Asa 
Hohman said the group tech-
nically needs to get that ap-
proved by an ASUM commit-
tee, but that it wasn’t a big deal. 
Hohman said a fee to fund 
research by both graduates 
and undergraduates is being 
looked at by one of the sena-
tors. It’s similar to the one pro-
posed by GSA, but different in 
that undergraduate students 
could benefit from it.  
Hohman said he doesn’t 
think secession is a good idea. 
“It would take away one 
coherent voice and add many 
segmented voices,” he said. 
michael.wright@umontana.edu
@mj_wright1
